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and VICE PRESIDENTS 
SIGMA PHI OMEGA 


1923-24 

Fred Bosley 

(unknown) 

1924-25 

Barcalpw Stevens • 

(unknown) 

1925-26 

Carl Gustkey * 

(unknown) 

1926-27 

Lee Dean 

Reardon Cuppett * 

1927-28 

William Noland 

Elizabeth (Ney) Singe 

1928-29 

William Milleson 

Eloise (Scherr) Swisher 

1929-30 

William C. Knott 

(vacant) 

1930-31 

William L. Ney 

Karl W. Gustafson 

1931-32 

William E. Coffman 

Genevieve (Monti) Brothers 

1932-33 

John Steer 

Helen Humphrey 

1933-34 

Joseph Hodgson 

Gladys (Atkins) Boucher 

1934-35 

Jack Wolverton 

Mary (Kalbaugh) Leitch 

1935-36 

Joseph W. Stayman, Jr. 

Julia (Connell) Blough 

1936-37 

John T. P. Davis 

Carolyn (Rendle) Darby 

1937-38 

I. D. Peters 

Jeanne (Hartley) Wetzel 

1938-39 

Orval J. Anderson * 

Edna L. Fleek 

1939-40 

Jack Gillooly 

Dorothy (Smith) Covington 

1940-41 

E. James Scott 

Betty (Oates) Crogan 

1941-42 

Marshall H. Carrier 

Agnes (Richmond) Blake 

1942-43 

Ernest L. Grove, Jr. 

Mary (Allman) Hornor 

Eleanor (Colabrese) Golladay 

1943-44 

Dorothy (Miller) Jackson 

Mary Jane (Whitesell) Mogavero 

1944-45 

Irene (McGuire) Twigg 

Virginia (Sheetz) Byers 

Betty (Babb) Thompson 

1945-46 

Herbert D. Deremer 

Norma (Spangler) James 

1946-47 

Norma (Orndorff) Smith 

William McLaughlin 

1947-48 

Toni (Dayton) Coffman 

Oliver Ritter 

1948-49 

James B. Hammond 

Virginia (Swecker) Miller 

1949-50 

William Gros 

Patricia (O’Connor) Sanders 

Granville Lance 

1950-51 

Edward Welsh 

Barbara Colabrese 

1951-52 

Robert D. Hess 

Patricia (Hartsfield) Schneitzler 

1952-53 

Paul Cline 

Dolly (Kimble) Johnston 

1953-54 

James Gainer 

John Bosley 

1954-55 

Andrew Jurick 

Jerry L. Essex 

1955-56 

Ronald Mathias 

Richard A. Ball 

1956-57 

Franklin Henry 

James Small 

1957-58 

Jerry Wilson 

Byron Athey * 

1958 59 

Richard Dowdy 

Beverly (Bryan) Stimmel 

1959-60 

James Allen 

Elizabeth (Weimer) Frye 

1960-61 

Michael Montgomery 

Virginia (Basilea) McBride 

1961-62 

Joseph Giffin 

Penelope Grayson 

1962-63 

Julia (Hathaway) Zay 

Bernadine Rollins 

1963-64 

Dinah Sue (Wells) Courrier 

Richard Hartnett 

1964-65 

Karen Sue (Huchette) Mersing 

Charles H. Alvord III 

1965-66 

Jerry Staggs 

William T. Grove 

1966-67 

Judith Walker 

Jan Cunningham 

1967-68 

Stephen Shearer 

William Larew 

Cynthia Goldsworthy 

1968-69 

Ronald Q. Jenkins 

David R. Chapman 

1969-70 

Robert A. Gustafson 

Mark A. Neville 

1970-71 

Mark G. F. Angle 

Lana McLaughlin 

1971-72 

Daniel A. Murphy 

Deborah Ann Long 

• Deceased 



OMEGA through the years . . . 


CLAIRE (FISHER) ADLER, PH.D. 


Dr. Adler helped to found Sigma Phi Omega in 1923 and served 
through the spring of 1925. She then took a position in mathematics 
at New York University, from which she retired in 1960. The author 
of a successful geometry text, she resides at Jamaica Estates, N.Y. 



WILHELMINE DEISSLE, A.M. 


Miss Deissle was Omega from 1925 to 1939. She also worked with 
the Players and was adviser to the PASQUINO during that time. In 
1939 she joined the staff of the Logan, Ohio, Daily News where she 
served as editor of the woman’s page until her death in 1958. 



NANCY MARGARET MILLER, PH.D. 


Dr. Miller held the office of Omega from 1939 to 1967 at her 
retirement. She taught at the college for thirty years (1937-1967) 
and now holds the rank of Professor Emeritus of Modern 
Languages. Her home is in Pittsburgh, Pa. 



KENNETH FRANKLIN HAINES, A.M. 


Prof. Haines became Omega in the fall of 1967. He had been faculty 
representative to the society since 1 960 and was a member of Sigma 
Phi Omega as a student. He is chairman of the Modern Languages 
Department and director of the college news service. 




Pour things a man must learn to do 
If he would make his record true: 

To think without confusion clearly, 

To love his fellowman sincerely. 

To act from honest motives purely, 

To trust in God and Heaven securely. 


—Henry Van Dyke 


PROGRAM 


Invocation 


Gary L. Rupert 
PHI 


Greetings Colleen A. Hannah 

SIGMA 

Prof. James T. Handlan 
Academic Dean 


Introduction of Guest Speaker 


Prof. Kenneth F. Haines 
OMEGA 


1972 > ” Dr. Ernest E. Church 

President, Potomac State College (1936-1964) 


Sigma Phi Omega Obligation 


Adjournment to the Church-McKee Arts Center Auditorium at 8:30 
p.m. for the first Keyser performance of THE HILL, an original 
drama by the late Orval J. Anderson and Prof. Harry R. Smith, 
college business manager. 


BRIEF HISTORY of SIGMA PHI OMEGA 


Sigma Phi Omega whs founded in the spring of 1923 by the faculty of Potomac 
State College. Their desire was to create an organization which would serve as a 
medium for social contact between themselves and outstanding students. The 
name Sigma Phi Omega was chosen by using the initial letters of the Greek words 
which mean “student-faculty organization. 0 

The original constitution stipulated that election to membership by the faculty 
should be based upon scholarship, citizenship, and participation in campus 
activities. The document has undergone revision several times in order to 
conform to college academic policies and the changing activity, scene; however, 
the standards of membership set by the founders have never been relaxed. 

Thirteen students, eight men and five women, were the first honored with 
membership. The speaker for that occasion was Thomas R. Carskadon, 
formerly ofKeyser. Dr. William H. Reese served as the master of ceremonies. 

Records of the organization date from its establishment. Aside from the 
omission of some early officers, yearly rosters and minutes are complete. 

During the 1920’s and 1930’s many social functions involving both students and 
faculty were held, and college administrators also entertained the group. 

For its first three years, the organization honored new members with 
breakfast programs in Davis Hall. Beginning in 1927 the breakfast was held at 
the New Century Hotel in Romney for several years. During the 1930’s dinners 
and picnics welcomed new members, and these were held at the Headsville 
Community House, Dan’s Rock, and Whipp’s Beach. From 1939-1942 a spring 
banquet was held in the Hotel Corwin in Keyser. Finally, in 1943, the dinner was 
given in the Davis Hall dining room, where it has since remained. 

Between 1923 and 1939 three proposals to consider affiliating with Phi Theta 
Kappa, national junior college honorary, were advanced, but the membership 
rejected each one, noting that Sigma Phi Omega had its own insignia, ritual, and 
growing traditions. Members also felt that the dues assessment to the national 
headquarters of that group was exorbitant. The society has never charged dues. 
Since the late 1930’s its support has come solely from the sale of college seals 
and decals. 

In the spring of 1940 Sigma Phi Omega inaugurated Recognition Day, a 
convocation designed to recognize student achievement at the college. In the fall 
ofthe same year, it introduced a program entitled “Know Your Organizations” 
to acquaint students with the various extracurricular activities. In the 1960’s 
this program became a part of the Freshman Week Orientation. It was omitted 
this fall after 31 years because of the lack of student interest in organizations. 
However, Recognition Day, after 32 years, continues to be an important part of 
the closing exercises at the college. 

During World War II Sigma Phi Omega undertook the sale of war bonds and 
defense stamps as its contribution to the war effort. By the war’s end in the 
spring of 1945, sales totaled $15,257.05. Letters of commendation from the U.S. 
Treasury Department are in the society files. 


In 1941 President E. James Scott of Cumberland designed the society key. 
Prof. David G. Nuzum, the first faculty representative, made of this insignia a 
wood carving, which is still in use. 

In the 1940’s and 1950’s Sigma Phi Omega members assisted with the annual 
Student-Faculty Reception. When the college began the observance of Parents’ 
Day in the 1950’s, members were invited to help, a task they still carry out. 
Sigma Phi Omega welcomes any opportunity to be of service to Potomac State 
College. 

The highlight ofthe year continues to be the annual spring banquet, honoring 
new members, and in recent years, the parents of all members . At this time, the 
faculty, who hold membership by virtue of their position, and the active 
members serve as hosts. An outstanding personage is invited to address the 
group. 

On its fiftieth birthday Sigma Phi Omega can be justly proud. The more than 
1,100 persons who have been honored with membership are among the finest 
alumni of Potomac State College. They have demonstrated outstanding 
achievement in every field of endeavor. 


FIRST STUDENTS TO BE HONORED 
WITH MEMBERSHIP IN APRIL, 1923 


Fred Bosley 
Harlan Calhoun 
Lillian (Taylor) Dayton 
Elizabeth Deffenbaugh 
John E. Grindle 
John Janewitz 
Clarence Moyer 


Helen (Johnson) Persinger* 
Catherine (Gocke) Sanners 
Paul Schaeffer* 

Mary (Albright) Schilling 
Emil Suder * 

Herman Winters 


•Deceased 


1972 -1973 OFFICERS 


SIGMA 


PHI 


OMEGA . . 


FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE 

.... Prof. Virginia E. Johnson 


ROSTER OF CURRENT MEMBERS 
AS OF OCTOBER 7, 1972 


Krista Ann Clark 

John P. Gustafson 

Robin Y. Dohrman 

Ruth Ann MacQueen 

Debra L. Bnmart 

Ronald K. Smith 

Paula Jean Fields 

William T. Southerly 

Samme L. Gee 

Nancy D. Taylor 


Joseph G. Wolfe 


